James River Water Development District

PO Box 849
Huron SD 57350 JAMES RIVER WATER DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

Sk SUSSARELEAD BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES (INFORMATIONAL ONLY)

Fax: 605-352-0606 JULY 9, 2026

TF: 800-99-RIVER
CALL TO ORDER: Vice-Chair Millan called the meeting of the James River Water Development District
(JRWDD) Board of Directors to order at 9:30 AM on July 9, 2026 at the Davison County North Offices in
Mitchell, South Dakota, with some members participating via Zoom.

ROLL CALL: The following people were in attendance:

DIRECTORS PRESENT DIRECTORS ABSENf

Dan Klimisch — Utica (via ZOOM) Mike Wiese =Aberdeen..

LeRoy Braun — Mellette e

Dennis Bennett — Huron . STAFF PRESENT

Robert Braun — Aberdeen ~ Rocky Knippling, District Manager/SCWP Coordinator
Pat Cerny — Yankton (via ZOOM) . MattCavanee, Watershed Coordinator

Randy Stanley — Groton Dave Barr“tel,.Project Coordinator

Carol Millan — Mitchell Shane Dgranlea”u,» Watershed Coordinator
John Rubendall — Mitchell \ V4 '

OTHERS PRESENT: Attached

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Vice-Chair Millan-noted that d_ue'to severe storms, tornadoes, and widespread
100+ mph winds-affecting the District office located in Huron, long-term power outages and technical
disruptions-occurred. Due to these technical glitches, the meeting agenda was inadvertently omitted
from the District website prior. to the meeting; the physical agenda had been posted continuously on the
front.office door for three weeks prior to the meeting date. Director Klimisch raised a point of order
regafding compliance with open meeting laws concerning website posting. To avoid potential open
meeting procedural challenges, no official binding action or votes were taken on any agenda items, and
all items were conducted for informational purposes only.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None

APPROVAL OF MAY 14, 2026 MINUTES: Draft minutes from the May 14, 2026 meeting was reviewed for
informational purposes.

LAKE BYRON DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION: This funding request was deferred from the May 14 meeting
to allow the Lake Byron Development Association time to gather and submit additional project
documentation, including contractor cost estimates and site photographs. Gina Breck presented a
request for $33,000 in project assistance funds to support shoreline stabilization efforts at Lake Byron in
Beadle County. The project involves installing reinforced fabric, riprap, and native grasses across
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multiple shoreline properties. Due to open meetings notice limitations, no formal action was taken, and
the request remains informational and pending official board action at a future meeting.

SILVER LAKE ASSOCIATION UPDATE: Hans Weaver, President of Silver Lake Association provided an
update on the current drainage and watershed analysis of Silver Lake in Hutchinson County. Key
improvements include the purchase of a 4-acre park tract along Highway 81 featuring a new GFP dock,
boat ramp, and parking, and repairs to the main spillway. Short-term recommendations focus on
regrading and increasing capacity on the southeast corner drainage ditch (from 390 CFS up to 670 CFS)
to retain runoff. Long-term options involving supplemental wells were discussed.

USDA PL-566 PROGRAM UPDATE: The Board received an update regarding:the PL-566 watershed
program. The project is moving forward into the study and engineering.phase for Firesteel Creek over an
anticipated 2-to-5-year timeline.

LAKE MITCHELL UPDATE:

e City Engineer Joe Schrader (City of Mitchell) delivered a detailed status presentation.

e Updates included the completion of the 23% Probable Maximum Flood (PMF) dam/spillway
study required by DANR, concrete coring on the horseshoe spillway, and plans for a 20x20-foot
temporary cut on the south side of the spillway to maintain.drawn-down levels during
mechanical dredging.

e Public Comment & Concerns: Multiple members of the Mitchell community and downstream
landowners were present and voiced significant concerns and frustrations. Primary issues raised
included:

o Potential risks of structural failure or loss of integrity to the spillway/dam caused by
cutting or drilling concrete.

o Downstream.bank-erosion, flooding risks on Firesteel Creek and the James River, and
whether discharges would be restricted during downstream heavy rainfall events.

o Potential transport of sediment, zebra mussels, and phosphorus downstream into
private properties along the river.

o Inquiries as to why hydraulic.dredging (without draining the lake) was not selected
instead.

ADJOURN: Being no further informational business, Vice-Chair Millan declared the meeting adjourned at
11:14° AM.

Respectfully submitted:

Robert Braun, Secretary
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